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The theme of my cross-curricular unit is “Honoring the Victims and Survivors of the Holocaust.” This 8th grade unit will expose students to three areas of art: 1) the social and story-telling role of art, 2) sculpture and 3) collage. This unit is interdisciplinary in that it ties in poetry (a Language Arts standard) and the Holocaust (a Social Studies standard). Therefore, this unit applies and integrates 8th grade standards within three content areas.


In Social Studies, students will be studying the historical event of the Holocaust: background, history, social implications, etc.


In Language Arts, the students will be focusing on poetry—how to read, recite, and write their own original poems. They will be reading various first-hand interviews, stories, and poems about real Holocaust victims. For their summative assessment, each student will be writing an original poem about a Holocaust survivor or victim of their choice. 


In my classroom, Visual Arts, the students will learn about memorials and how art can tell a story and function as a memory of a person and/or an event. After studying examples of memorials made in reaction to the Holocaust, each student will create a sculpture as a memorial honoring their chosen Holocaust victim or survivor. In making their sculpture, they will be learning the technique of body casting in order to re-create a body part symbolic of their Holocaust victim or survivor. They will use the research they have completed for their poems as well as additional research on the art of the Holocaust to decorate their sculptures using collage techniques. They will also incorporate the text of their original poem into the final sculpture.


The finale of the 10-day unit will be a presentation of the sculptures and poems. An art display will be set up and students will take turns showing their memorials and reciting their original poems. The art display can be repeated for the school’s Open House Event. 

Key Visual Art Standards of the Unit
Standard 1.1: Use artistic terms when describing the intent and content of works of art.

Standard 2.4: Design and create an expressive figurative sculpture.

Standard 2.6: Design and create both additive and subtractive sculptures.

Standard 3.1: Examine and describe or report on the role of work of art created to make a social comment or protest social conditions.

Standard 4.1: Define their own points of view and investigate the effects on their interpretation of art from cultures other than their own.

Standard 4.3: Construct an interpretation of a work of art based on the form and content of the work.

10-Day Overview of Art Lessons

Day One: 

Art: Introduce the art produced during the Holocaust. Introduce the Final Assessment. 

Day Two: 

Art: Power Point Presentation on Memorials. Use elements and principles to interpret art.

Day Three: 

Art: Look at Websites featuring art of the Holocaust. Discuss what makes a good/appropriate photograph and artwork. Students research and gather art to put on their memorials.

Day Four: 

Art: Model how to make body casts. Students start their casts.

Day Five: 

Art: Continue cast construction.

Day Six: 

Art: Lesson on collage techniques, mixed media, image and surface altering. Show finished examples. Start decorating and painting sculpture.

Day Seven: 

Art: Decorating and painting sculpture.

Day Eight: 

Art: Finishing touches on sculpture. Add original poem to the sculpture.

Day Nine: 

Art: Lesson on writing artist statements. Students write an artist statement for their memorials. Set up art display. 

Day Ten: 

Art: Present memorials and artist statements (summative assessment).

